FOUNDATION - AL-AJURRUMIYYA - LESSON 1 OF 30

What speech is, and its three kinds

Bab al-Kalam — the opening chapter. Follow this sheet while the lesson plays; everything on it is on
the page at alyphacademy.org.

THE TEXT
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Al-kalamu huwa I-lafzu I-murakkabu I-mufidu bi-I-wad‘. Wa-aqsamuhu thalathatun: ismun, wa-fi‘lun, wa-harfun
ja’a li-ma‘na. Fa-l-ismu yu‘rafu bi-I-khafdi, wa-t-tanwini, wa-dukhdali I-alifi wa-I-lami, wa-hurufi I-khafd.

Speech is the utterance that is composed, that conveys a complete sense, and that is so by
convention. Its divisions are three: a noun, a verb, and a particle that has come for a meaning.

FOUR CONDITIONS — AND WHAT EACH ONE EXCLUDES

Condition It rules out
Laalll lafz — an utterance Writing and gesture. Grammar here describes sound.
w S
S JJ\ murakkab — composed The single word. Zayd on its own is not kalam.
e . “If Zayd stood...” — composed, but the listener is still
WA mufid — conveying sense cay P
" waiting.
° & . Disputed. Either speech in another language, or the words
g )L bi-l-wad‘ — by convention P P guag
sl of a sleeper. Left open.

THREE KINDS OF WORD — NOT EIGHT

Arabic has no separate category for adjectives, pronouns, adverbs, demonstratives or relatives.
They are all ism.

Kind How you recognise it
° | ism — noun Any one of four signs: khafd - tanwin - the alif-lam - a particle of khafd
. (min, ila, ‘an, ‘ala, fi, rubba, b&’, kaf, 1am)
J’é fi‘l — verb gad - the sin - sawfa - the quiescent ta’ of the feminine
Jf harf — particle Neither test works. It is defined by failing both — the residual category.
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The signs are tests, not requirements. A noun need carry none of them; any one settles it. And
tanwin and alif-lam can never appear on the same word — so no noun ever shows the whole list.

WORKED EXAMPLE — HADITH 1

Every diagnostic in this chapter appears in the first five words of the first hadith on the site.

S, IS

Word It is Because
l harf No alif-lam; gad cannot precede it. Neither test works.
S o
dL,p‘}H ism It carries the alif-lam — sign three. You did not need to know what it meant.
o harf The ba> — named in the matn’s own list of the particles of khafd.
=3 . Two signs at once: the alif-lam, and khafd (the kasra) because the ba’ put it
<Ll fsm there

NOW YOU — THE REST OF HADITH 1

Write ism, fi‘l or harf, then name the sign that told you. Not what it means — what it is.
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One of the four is a verb. The test for a verb is lesson 2 — but you can already find it by elimination.
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