FOUNDATION - AL-AJURRUMIYYA - LESSON 2 OF 30

How you tell a verb — and what is left over

The second half of Bab al-Kalam. Lesson 1 gave you the four signs of a noun; this one gives the four
signs of a verb, and then defines the particle by the fact that neither set works on it. Follow this
sheet while the lesson plays.
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Wa-I-fi‘lu yu‘rafu bi-qad, wa-s-sini, wa-sawfa, wa-ta’i t-ta’nithi s-sakina. Wa-I-harfu: ma la yasluhu ma‘ahu dalilu
I-ismi wa-la dalilu I-fi‘l.

The verb is known by gad, by the sin, by sawfa, and by the quiescent ta’ of the feminine.

And the particle is that with which neither the mark of the noun nor the mark of the verb will serve.

THE FOUR SIGNS OF A VERB

Sign What it attaches to Example
5 o
Cﬁ-‘:‘)‘ sa-, the sin Present only sa-yaqgumu — he will stand, soon
;};:, sawfa Present only sawfa yaqumu — he will stand, later
&;_";T}_\'\ ;_L';/ the quiescent ta’ Past only qgalat, kanat — the ta’ carries no vowel

Any one of them settles it. You never need two, and you will rarely see even one — which is why
the test is can this word take gad, not does it have gad.

THE PARTICLE, DEFINED BY WHAT FAILS

Try On a noun On a verb On a particle
The alif-lam, tanwin, khafd works no no
qgad, sa-, sawfa, the t&’ no works no

The bottom-right corner is the definition. A harf is what survives both tests failing — min, ila, ‘an, fi,
lam, inna, the ba’, the lam. This is why the particles have to be learned as a list rather than
recognised by a sign.
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WORKED EXAMPLE — HADITH 1, SECOND HALF

Word It is Because

°. /L/{ £l The quiescent ta’ of the feminine — sign four, and visible. It also tells you
= the verb is past.

Béx N No verb sign will attach; and it takes the possessive -hu, which only a noun
43'J>ub iIsm

o= does.

ea el £l No sign is present — and it is still a verb, because sa- would attach to it:
%'f"i sa-yusibuha. The test is what the word accepts.

J>.-Ls fi<l Qad would attach: gad hajara. Past, and carrying no sign at all.

Two of the four verbs here show no sign. If you had waited to see one, you would have called them
nouns.

NOW YOU — THE REST OF HADITH 1

Write ism, fi‘l or harf, then name the sign — or the test — that told you. Where nothing is visible,
say which sign would attach.
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Word Itis The sign, or the test that would work

The last one is the hard case, and it is honest to say so: \s is a harf in some constructions and an ism
in others. Here it is an ism — “that which he intended”. Lesson 3 gives you the reason.
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